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by night and by day, though at a cost of close on 25 per cent
of their strength.
The tactical victory remained with the Allies, and next day
the French fell back, having been compelled to detach troops to
deal with Venegas, who had at last and too late decided to
advance on Madrid. While he was being chased back to the
south, Wellesley and Cuesta were also withdrawing by reason
of a new and unexpected turn in the situation. A French force
of 50,000 men, under Soult, having assembled at Salamanca,
was moving south against their left rear and threatened to
pin them in between the Tagus and the mountains. To escape
this peril they were compelled to fall back in haste and take up
a position on the south bank of the river near Almaraz, which
Soult felt himself unable to attack. From there at the end of
August, Wellesley, once more straitened for supplies, retired to
the vicinity of Badajoz, firmly resolved that never again would
he be inveigled into joint operations with Spanish armies.
This determination remained unchanged, although on both
the British flanks—in Leon and in La Mancha—the Spaniards
during the last months of 1809 ventured once more upon an
offensive in the open field, with the usual results.   The army of
La Mancha once more marching rashly on Madrid suffered an
titter defeat at C^ana, while the Spanish force in Leon, after some
initial success, was also repulsed with loss at Alba de Tonnes.
Only in Catalonia, where Alvarez' magnificent defence of
Gerona held the French armies fast before its walls for seven
long months, did success smile on the Spanish arms.   Moreover,
Napoleon, having overthrown Austria and compelled her not
only to make peace but to give him a wife from the Imperial
House, was now free to reinforce his armies in the Peninsula
to almost any extent, and in fact by the beginning of 1810 the
French troops in Spain had been increased to close on 300,000
men.   By that time Wellington, in expectation that the enemy's
next attack would be against Portugal, had transferred his army
northwards from Badajoz to a line running from the Tagus at
Abrantes to the Mondego valley west of Ciudad Rodrigo.
The hostile offensive, however, was not to develop for some
months yet, and the early part of the year 1810 was devoted to
a French attack in force on Andalusia. In a rapid campaign
Soult overran the whole province to the gates of Cadiz, where
the remnants of the Spanish forces, assisted by a British
contingent under Graham and the Allied fleets, succeeded in
maintaining themselves. Here, as elsewhere, invaders were
constantly worried by guerilla bands and partisan leaders^ In
the north and east of Spain the operations during the course of
1810 resulted less favourably for the French arms. Suchet

